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Again, as always, the STEM team at 
Kineton station have had a proactive and 
productive month with multiple events 
at locations like Welbeck Defense 
College and the Space Academy.  

We have also used some of the quiet 
times of the month to plan the up and 
coming events which will prove, in time, 
to be enjoyed by all age groups and 
further put MOD Kineton on the STEM 
map. 

Tomorrow’s Engineers EEP Robotics 
Challenge UK 

The first event of the month involved 
judging a regional final for the Big Bang 
fair which takes place at the NEC. The 
final was held at Warwickshire College 
Trident Centre which is the hub for all 
mechanical, electrical and automotive 
engineering. As a former pupil of the 
college it was astonishing to see the 
progression the levels of engineering 
skills that the trainee engineers are 
taught.  

What is it? 

The EEP Robotics Challenge is an 
exciting, practical activity where 
students learn how to build, program 
and control autonomous LEGO® robots. 

 

 

The Challenge, carried out in school or at 
after-school clubs over the course of a 
term, involves using these skills to 
complete a series of short, exciting 
aviation missions using LEGO® 
MINDSTORMS® Education EV3 sets. 
From speed racing to humanitarian aid, 
they’ll demonstrate their skills at 
challenges held around the country. 

Teams also research, design, plan, 
implement and present their own 
solution to a contemporary engineering 
problem – developed with support from 
the Royal Air Force and Rolls-Royce. 

 

The event consisted of 16 teams from 
multiple schools across Coventry and 
Warwickshire demonstrating their 
design, engineering and computer 
programming skills. The competition 
was tough and only two of the schools 
made it through to have a chance at the 
final. 

 

 

The teams had to create three separate 
robots to complete in three different 
disciplines using only the provided kits. 
One robot had to be able to race 
between two sensors in a drag race style 
event, one robot had to be programmed 
to compete a dance sequence within a 
strict boundary area and the final robot 
had to maneuver around a map using 
only color and ultrasonic sensors to 
climb up an extremely steep gradient 
ramp.  

The final segment to the competition 
comprised of the pupils presenting a 
presentation to a panel of judges on how 
engineering and technology could help 
save lives and provide humanitarian aid. 
I was highly impressed with the designs 
and ideas that had been created and 
personally felt some could, with a bit 
more research and development could 
save lives! 

STEM Club Temple Herdewyke 

As our continued partnership with 
Temple Herdewyke primary school 
blossoms, so does the events which we 
run with them! Having to cater to 
multiple age groups can be a challenge 
but with the skills that the station’s 
STEM hold it proves that we are 
progressing further to providing a 
structured and enjoyable learning 
environment!  

 

STEM the final frontier and all things 
space related… 
by Cpl Robin Barnard 



 

 

 

Space Camp 

On Friday 29th March Kineton STEM 
team members ventured into the 
unknown with more than 40 Southam 
Primary School children. They created 
some very spectacularly designed moon 
buggies as part of their Space themed 
camp!  

As you’d expect, if you have built rockets 
with us in our previous engagements it 
proved to have some interesting results 
with some firing off in a straight line and 
others (obviously down to external 
pressures, due to being in “Space”) 
chose to explode post launch! 

Albeit these moon buggies had some 
extra power behind them with our 
recently purchased rocket car kits. This 
kit has been a huge success to date and 
with future engagements planned with 
this kit in mind it has already made it 
worth its money! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MTa @ Welbeck Defence College 

SSgt Stark took the lead on this event 
with help from LCpl Walker at the 
Welbeck Defense College. They 
conducted multiple challenges with the 
cadets in which they showed some 
fantastic ingenuity and 
experimentational skills.   

 

Unfortunately, this will be the only 
opportunity we get to hold an event 
there due to the sixth form 
establishment being closed due to 
government cuts. But none the less the 
event proved to be a massive success. 
But not to finish this on a low point post 
this engagement the Kineton STEM  

 

purchased a further six kits. This 
purchase will aid us to be able to commit 
to multiple events in various locations! 

 

What’s coming up…. 

There are several STEM activates 
currently planned for April so far! We’ve 
got members of our STEM team 
Working at the Flight To The Line UK 
Final at RAF Cosford. The Toy Makers 
workshop comes to an end mid-April for 
the kids designs to be on display at 
Compton Verney!  Welcombe Hills 
School will also be visiting Kineton!

 


